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23 October 2020 

 
Dear Parents 
 
I wanted to thank all staff, students and parents who have worked so hard this half term to keep the 
school community safe. I am constantly checking which schools have been affected in Dorset and how 
this is affecting their communities.  So far it does seem to be that the cases in school are from 
community transmission rather than in school spreading, and when actions from the school are taken 
to send groups of students home it has stopped the spread in schools.  We have been fortunate so far 
that anyone who has been tested has come back negative. This means that we still remain without a 
need to send students home. National statistics show that 11% of secondary schools in England have 
so far had to send some students home due to an outbreak at some point this term. If we were to get a 
case I am confident that the measures put in place at Colfox are robust, we would take action swiftly 
and be able to minimise the number of students having to be sent home. This is because all our staff 
and students have been following the rules in school at the moment, however, we must ensure that 
this continues so please talk with them about keeping to their bubbles, washing their hands regularly 
and where possible give each other space. This will be particularly more important during the next half 
term as the weather gets worse and the students are spending more time indoors. We will be 
reinforcing these rules and expectations next term as well.  
 
I would also like to advise parents that the latest DFE advice is that if we were to move into the high or 
very high category then facemasks would be required in corridors and inside communal spaces for 
both staff and students, but not in the classroom. I hope that we will stay in the medium category but 
just to keep you up to date.  
 
I am pleased that students have had good attendance which has been 93% overall, this is compared 
with the national figure of 88%. As we all know, students with high attendance do better in school and 
in particular when we are catching them up from their time in lockdown. Attendance is even more 
important as we do not know how the virus will affect the school over the next few months and 
although we are ready for remote learning we know this is never as good as being in school. 
 
Uniform has been good over this term but we have noticed that some students are not always wearing 
this correctly.  We hate nagging them about this but will continue to do so until they get it correct. One 
thing that parents can help with is shoes. We have noticed that some students are wearing black 
trainers, please can you ensure that after half term they are wearing proper school shoes. Girls skirts 
continue to be an issue, please remember that we have school skirts which must be worn, however I 
am aware of the concerns of parents about the quality and fit of these, therefore, a smart black skirt of 
appropriate length may also be worn, this must be similar in style to the school skirts and not tight 
fitting or Lycra type material. I hope that this will help when they return after half term. Please also 
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think about layers over the winter months as we will be keeping doors and windows open as part of our 
Covid measure, base layers or t-shirts that cannot be seen through the shirts are a good option. 
 
This term we have lots happening despite the restrictions, to name just a few, we have had two very 
successful house events, Capture the Flag and the Variety Show. We also had the Adler House non 
uniform charity day which raised over £950 for Cancer research UK so a huge congratulations to them. 
Many students have been working and achieving the Edge at different levels this term.  We have even 
started to plan and carry out some Covid secure trips and our first; a Sixth Form Biology trip to Leeson 
House was a great success. We have introduced some after school catch up sessions for Year 11 and 
are looking forward to some sports clubs returning after half term as well as adding others when 
possible. I have also seen some fantastic work going on in school and have awarded house points to 
some students who have gone above and beyond the level expected.  All of these could not have been 
done without everyone working together to make sure that your daughters and sons can enjoy their 
time at school and give them a fantastic learning experience. 
 
May I wish all students, parents and school staff a relaxing half term with time to rest and get ready for 
the next busy half term.  
 
Take care of yourselves and each other and we look forward to seeing all our students back in a 
weeks’ time! 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Adam Shelley 
Headteacher 
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