
Dear parents, 

Now that students have settled into the new school year, I wanted to write to you to let you know 

about changes to your child’s GCSE Spanish or French exams.  

As you may be aware, some subjects have seen changes made to the GCSE exams in summer 2021 

and this includes Spanish and French. Full details can be found on the AQA website (for Spanish: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/changes-for-2021; for French: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/changes-for-2021). These changes 

apply only to the 2021 summer exams and include: 

 There will be no speaking exam for the 2021 GCSE Spanish and French exams. Instead, your 

child will receive a ‘Pass / Merit / Distinction’ for their speaking skills, awarded by their 

teacher. This award will not count towards their GCSE grade but will appear on their exam 

certificate. This means that the GCSE exam grade will be determined by the Reading, 

Listening and Writing exams, each of which will contribute a third towards the final grade. 

 In the writing paper, students will be able to choose from three optional questions, rather 

than the normal two. This means that topics from all three GCSE themes are likely to appear 

in some way in the writing exam and the extra choice should help students feel more 

confident answering questions based on their strengths and revision. The writing exam is 

also being extended by five minutes to allow for additional reading time. This means that the 

Foundation writing exam will last 1 hour 5 minutes and the Higher writing exam will last 1 

Hour 20 minutes.  

 AQA have always published a vocabulary list for the GCSE but it was intended to provide 

guidance about the type of vocabulary that might be used, rather than a set vocabulary list 

to learn. For 2021, AQA have announced that they will rely much more on the published 

vocabulary list for the Reading and Listening exams. Although they may still use vocabulary 

not on the list, it is likely to be easily understood or they might provide a translation of the 

word instead. 

With these changes in mind, I also wanted to let you know about revision resources available for 

Spanish and French. On your child’s Team’s group for Spanish or French, the following items can be 

found in the ‘Files’ tab: 

 The AQA vocabulary list. This will be really useful for revision. Although it seems very long, 

there will be lots that students already know. The key to learning vocabulary is ‘little but 

often’ and useful methods might include flashcards. The apps Memrise and Quizlet are also 

fantastic free resources that really help with vocabulary learning. 

 Translation topic practice. This is a selection of worksheets that covers all of the main GCSE 

topics and will help students revise vocabulary and grammar. 

 Practice questions for Theme 1, 2 and 3. These can be completed to help revise for the 

writing exam and are divided into Foundation and Higher. 

 PiXL independence booklets. These are great resources for practising grammar and helping 

to revise key structures.   

All of the above resources will give students a fantastic platform for revision and ensure that they 

practise key vocabulary and grammar. Any work that is completed can be uploaded onto Teams for 

marking. As the year progress, teachers may set this work as homework to complement learning in 

lessons. However, it also provides independent work for students to help structure their revision. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/changes-for-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/changes-for-2021


If you have any questions about the changes to the GCSE Spanish or French exam, please do not 

hesitate to contact me (alliesn@colfox.dorset.sch.uk). 

Kind regards, 

Neil Allies 
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