
NEWS UPDATE 2020

I would like to start by thanking all staff, students 
and parents for making this term run so smoothly. 
We were all looking forward to getting back to school 
in September and have completed a long but fantastic 
term, and it is so nice to see students learning again 
as well as being able to be with their friends and 
peers. I think we all deserve a break over the festive 
period ready to start refreshed in the Spring Term. I 
am sure whatever is thrown at us then we will be able 
to adapt to and thrive as we have done throughout 
the last nine months.

Life at Colfox has been different this term, but the 
students have adapted so brilliantly to all the new 
measures we have put in place. We have tried to 
continue to offer some extracurricular activities in a 
safe way and in particular have been pleased that we 
can offer some sports activities after school. We will 
offer a wider range of these and other activities next 
term!

It is at this time that we reflect on all the things we 
have done this term. We are ending with the usual 
Sixth Form Rag week, and have also had Adler House 
charity day as well as some house events including 
Capture the Flag, Variety Show and House Hockey 
and Football. We all look forward to many more of 
these next term. These events and the house system 
is an important part of Colfox, and although we have 
had to do this in year groups this year, we hope that 
we can get back to all years groups competing 
together soon, as this helps make connections 
between them as they strive to win the House Cup.

We have been working on our Gold Rights 
Respecting Schools award and we heard yesterday 
that we have been awarded it this means we are the 
first secondary school in the South West to do so. 
This will be down to a lot of hard work by students 
and staff to ensure that rights of the child are at the 
heart of everything we do. The students who were 
interviewed by the assessors were absolutely brilliant 
and amazing in their well thought out and thought 
provoking response, and it was a pleasure to listen to 
their passion and commitment to this.

It is even more important in these times that we 
celebrate the successes of our students and we have 
been sending many certificates home after some 
outstanding reports in various year groups. This 
week we awarded students in the senior school with 
prizes at our Senior Prize Giving, which we hosted 
in school in student bubbles. It was fantastic to see 
so many students being awarded for their efforts and 
achievement last year despite the challenges that they 
faced.



We have hosted out first two virtual parents 
evening for Year 13 via Teams and Year 7 through 
phone calls. We are investing in some software which 
will mean that we can have video meetings with 
parents for the remaining parents evenings this year, 
and we look forward to trying this out in January 
with Year 8. We will keep with Teams for the Sixth 
Form as this worked so well.

I keep getting sent some fantastic students work and 
this week I have seen some fantastic Design and 
Technology, Computing and Textiles work done by 
Year 7 and 8 students, as well as lots of other year 
groups over this term. It is wonderful to see the hard 
work that students put in and it is fantastic to talk to 
them and share in their enthusiasm. This is one of 
the things that I missed during lockdown!

Years 11 and 13 have been busy with mock exams 
and have done fantastically well. These year groups in 
particular are ones that have had to work so hard to 
ensure that they are caught up before their GCSE or 
A level exams next year. They have come back strong 
and are facing all the challenges with the government 
changes to exams, some of which we are still waiting 
to hear about. I know they will do well and we will 
support them all the way.

Thank you for your donations of treats for some of 
our families. We will be distributing these this week 
to give a little something extra for those students.

Finally a big thank you for showing your support 
for the measures we have put in place this year. You 
might have seen from the latest news that 
attendance in many areas of the country has fallen 
and that the national average is around 85%. Well, we 
have achieved nearly 94% attendance this term. 
Dorset Council have said that we have one of the best 
secondary school attendance in the county! This is 
absolutely fabulous, school is the best place for your 
daughters and sons not only for them to have 
fantastic lessons but also to build those key 

friendships and to get involved in lots of different 
activities. Participation and being busy is the key to 
success and Colfox students have many opportunities 
to do this!

May I wish you all a happy and safe Christmas and 
we look forward to your daughters and sons return 
on Tuesday 5th January 2021 for Year 11,12 and 13 
and for the rest of the school on the 11th January.

Adam Shelley



We were very proud to have been nominated by 
Dorset Music Service to become a Music Mark 
school for the 2020/21 academic year. Music Mark is 
the UK Association for Music Education who 
champion and support access to music for all 
children and young people.

SPORT
Academy News 

Congratulations go to 
Frankie Hodge and Toby 
Mann this week! Both 
boys made it into the 
Dorset County Football 
Squad for the upcoming 
games next year. Frankie 
makes the squad for the 
3rd year running, but for 
Toby it is his first time in 
it after getting so close 
every year!!

Colfox  Becomes a  Music Mark School
Students Selected for 
Dorset County Squad

Ex Student 
Makes History

On December 5th one 
of our ex-students Ethan 
Staddon made history by 
becoming the youngest 
ever player to represent 
Bath Rugby first team. 
What an achievement! 
Absolutely brilliant and 
the PE department and 
whole school couldn't be 
prouder of him!

We had some brilliant acts this year, and and it was 
so amazing to see these students standing up and 
performing and starting to bring a little normality 
back to school life.  Particular mention must go to - 
Jacob Cumpstone, Will Symonds, Kayleigh Marlow, 
Tallulah Pember, Iris Stephens who all won their Year 
group rounds! 
The final overall results were; 

Hinomaru
Toro 
Fleur de Lys
Adler 

Variety Show 2020

HOuse News

Capture the flag proved a very popular game across 
the houses. A great start for Toro with some real 
strength and good participant numbers across the 
year groups. 
The final overall results were:

Toro
Adler
Hinomaru
Fleur de Lys

Capture the Flag 



Eddie & Mani Introduce a Celebration of Music 

On the 10th December Bridport Arts Centre hosted 
a celebration of world music, on World Human 
Rights Day. Three Colfox students were involved. 
Mani Chambers and Eddie Rose introduced the 
concert to 1500 Dorset children who were watching 
a live-streamed afternoon concert. They also spoke at 
a special evening concert featuring musicians from 
Syria, Kenya, and India and a local band, including 
6th former Chloe Rainey.

In the Community 

This term has been slightly different. We have not 
been able to welcome the new Year 7 Ambassadors 
to the group due to bubbles, however this has not 
stopped us working towards our Gold award and 
working with the community.

Within tutor time, students have been learning about 
an article from the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child each week to 
develop their understanding. Many tutor groups have 
also started this year’s UNICEF Outright 
campaign looking at climate change and how 
children can make a difference to the future. One 
of our Year 11 Ambassadors, Eddie is a member of 
UNICEF’s Youth Advisory Board. He had the 
amazing opportunity to be on Newsround on World 
Children’s Day in November talking about the 
climate crisis and that governments around the world 
need to listen to children and the 
importance of protecting our world. As a school 

We Are Gold!
we were very proud of this and many tutor groups 
watched Newsround and debated the climate crisis.

On the 2nd December we had out virtual Gold 
Accreditation day. The Gold award is given to schools 
that have adopted the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and have 
embedded rights in school policy, practice and 
culture. Students and adults must have a thorough 
understanding of the rights, and appropriate 
attitudes and language are embedded across the 
school. The programme needs to demonstrate a 
positive impact on children and young people’s 
learning and wellbeing and students should see 
themselves as rights respecting global citizens and 
advocates for social justice and fairness. Students 
and staff spoke with Jilly Hillier the Southwest Rights 
Respecting Regional Professional Advisor and the 
Rights Respecting Schools Programme Director 
Frances Bestly. They were both very impressed with 
the work that has been done within the school and 
the evidence provided. 

The Rights Respecting Ambassadors and the 
students involved were praised for their positive 
attitude and being able to speak clearly and 
confidently on a virtual meeting. 

PIXL Update

Ben Glanvill
Fenton Wallace
Taiya Ferguson
Peter Heaney
Joseph Pullan
Rose-Leigh Johnson
Daniel Hussey
Isabel Cooper
Jazmin Rich

Zac Mudford
Samuel Smith
Gracie Barber
Nelly Coliandris
William Banham
Alyssa Craven
Amelia Parkinson-Swift
Clementine Smith
Edward Maston

Congratulations to the following students that 
completed the PIXL Edge Apprentice Level his term

Huge congratulations to Amber Burwood-Beames 
who completed her PiXL Edge Graduate Level and is 
already planning her Masters!
If you would like to add more activities to your 
individual profile over the Christmas break and you 
do not know your login details please do contact Mr 
David at 
davida@colfox.dorset.sch.uk



Senior prize giving 2020
On Tuesday 15th December  we held our Senior 
prize giving, a celebration of student achievement. 
The awards were awarded to students in Years 11 to 
13. This year we felt it even more important that we 
celebrate the successes of our students as they have 
had a really difficult year with the pandemic hitting 
them hard.

The ceremony took place during the school day with 

students from each year group bubble receiving their 
awards in a COVID secure manner. Unfortunately 
we could not invite parents in this year or our 
students who left to go to university last year but 
awards were posted to those that could not attend.

A huge well done to all the students who worked so 
hard to achieve such amazing results in such difficult 
and challenging times!


