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10 December 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Important information: Start of Spring Term – Early finishing 
 
I have been monitoring the temperature in classrooms this week and some have been only 6 degrees. 
As we approach the new term it is likely to become even colder in January and February.  
Students and staff are getting very cold and this seems to be an issue, particularly in the afternoon 
lessons. In order to try to combat this, in conjunction with Beaminster School so that the Sixth form are 
not disadvantaged, we will be finishing earlier for all year groups - the new finish time will be 
3.10pm. We will do this initially for the first half term from Tuesday 5 January until Friday 12 February 
2021. 
 
I have spoken to the Bus company and they will pick up students at this time for all school buses. The 
public bus X53 will not be able to be any earlier so those students will be able to wait in their tutor 
zones until 3.30pm. 
 
Below gives you an indication of how the day will work, which we will go through with your child when 
we return in January.  
 
New lessons times: 
 

School Opens 8.15 

Registration 8.45 - 9.05 

Lesson 1 9.10-10.10 

Lesson 2 10.15-11.15 

Break 11.15-11.30 

Lesson 3 11.30-12.30 

Lunch 12.30-1.05 

lesson 4 1.05-2.05 

lesson 5 2.10-3.10 
 
I am aware that this might cause issues with students who are picked up but we will ensure that any 
student who cannot be picked up at this time will be able to go to their year zones and wait until 
3.30pm. 
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I have been able to find the extra 20 minutes by cutting down 5 minutes at break time and 15 minutes 
at lunchtime.  All students will still have access to the canteen and plenty of time to be out in the fresh 
air and this means that we do not lose any valuable curriculum time. 
 
We will still be running, and indeed hoping to increase after school clubs. These will be in year bubbles 
and a full programme will be published when we return in the spring.  I am also investigating the 
possibility of starting an after school homework club. This is likely to be one-year group each day and 
would run until 4.30pm, more information to follow.   
 
From January, Year 11 will be given their own study room open each day until 4.30pm.  This will be in 
A108 and is for them to use to complete any coursework, homework or revision for their exams. This 
will be as well as any additional subject specific intervention sessions which teachers are running.  
 
I hope that this slight change will mean that we will all be a little less cold. It still will be cold, as 
ventilation is still needed to help stop the spread of the virus, so please remember that during this time 
we encourage students to wear more layers as well as the full school uniform.  I will review this 
towards the end of the half term to see what adjustments we might make for the remainder of the year. 
 
Thank you again for all your support with all the Covid changes, they are done to protect the school 
community from the virus while ensuring that all students are getting the best education possible. 
These are difficult times for everyone and the students have done so well this term with all the 
adaptions we have made to the school routine. I hope that with the vaccine we can get back to normal 
in the near future, however, as this will take time to roll out I think we will be still under restrictions until 
at least September 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Adam Shelley 
Headteacher 
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