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18 December 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
You may have seen in the news that the Government announced a staggered start to the new term.  We 
received the information the same time as you did, so myself and the SLT have been working out the plan 
for this, this morning.  The reason the Government has made this decision is so that all secondary schools 
can plan for mass weekly testing of its students and staff.  As you can imagine this will mean that we need 
to work out a plan to ensure we can do this safely, without interfering with the students learning, as well as 
recruiting and training volunteers to help us. These tests should be ready to be phased in from Monday 11 
January 2021, I will send you information in the first week about how these will work in school. 
 
Monday 4 January is a planned Inset Day so school will be closed to all students. For the rest of that week, 
Tuesday 5 – Friday 8 January only students in Years 11, 12 and 13 will be in school having face to face 
lessons. They will follow their normal timetable and, as per my previous letter, school will end at 3.10pm. 
For those four days’ students in Year 11 will not need to wear school uniform.  

 
For Years 7-10 we will move to online learning using Teams. We have the student names who require hard 
copies of work, and these will be available in school on Tuesday morning to pick up.  We will stick to their 
normal timetable as much as possible with 5 lessons each day being set through Teams. 
 
For critical keyworker and vulnerable students only, we will set up a room in their bubbles to work on the 
same work as those at home. These will be staffed but no face to face teaching will take place.  For those 
students they need to use the normal entry to school where a register will be taken and a room will be 
assigned according to numbers, they also do not need to wear uniform for the first four days. 
 
I am sorry that the Government has chosen to give such short notice about this change to the first week of 
the Spring Term and appreciate your support as the school adapts and changes.  We look forward to 
seeing Year 11, 12 and 13 on Tuesday 5 January and all other year groups on Monday 11 January. 
  
Should any parent like to volunteer and be involved in the mass testing, please let me know so we can 
contact you during the first week back when we know more about what this involves. 
 
I wish you and your families a safe and restful Christmas. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Adam Shelley  
Headteacher  
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