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Dear Parents 
 
I wanted to write to update you on the news this week about closing the school, to all but 
keyworkers and vulnerable students, as well as the exam announcement.  I would like to thank 
firstly parents and students who have been working so well on the remote learning activities that 
have been set up this week. The students have got back into the swing of this.  We will be sending 
you more information about what to expect from the remote learning and, have taken on board the 
feedback from both parents and students during the last lockdown to improve the offer.   
 
One thing that is important is getting into good habits.  We have asked teachers to set the work 
daily for the lessons the students have so that they can work through this as closely as possible to 
their normal timetable in KS3. In KS4 and 5 they will also have additional independent study work.  
In addition to this Mr David has sent a letter already to KS3 about the Edge in order that students 
can work towards this during lockdown.  
 
As the learning will be new content, teachers are coming up with creative ways of delivery 
including videos and live lessons, however, we need to ensure that we have safeguarding 
measures in place and a letter has been sent to ensure that you are happy for your child to take 
part in these. We are providing feedback to students in line with the school policy and this will be 
done through teams.  Additionally, during this lockdown, we will still be following the school 
reporting cycle and holding virtual parents evening as follows: 
 

• Year 12 – Wednesday 20 January  

• Year 8 – Tuesday 26 January  

• Year 11 – Thursday 11 February  
 

We will provide you with more information on these nearer the time.  We also will be working with 
Year 9 students to deliver a virtual options event so that they can pick the GCSE subjects they 
want for next year. 
 
We have such dedicated staff who want to ensure that your child is making progress in all their 
subjects while remote learning, and we will be contacting parents quickly if we see that students 
are not accessing and completing the work.  This will help us to support you to get your child back 
working. Tutors will be making contact with their tutees to check in and see how they are getting 
on as well as other staff checking in where additional support is needed. 
 

mailto:office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk


   
 

 
 
        

 

The Sir John Colfox Academy Trust part of the Minerva Learning Trust (Dorset) which is a charitable company 

 Limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with Company Number 8561222. 

The Registered office is at: The Sir John Colfox Academy, The Ridgeway, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3DT 

Tel: 01308 422291: Email: office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 

We understand that as a parent home learning can be a challenge, especially with everything else 
that has to be juggled, so whatever you are doing at home to help your child is fantastic and we 
appreciate it.  Do not forget we are here to support so please contact us with any concerns or 
worries.  
 
At the moment it is better that students are at home learning until the virus is under control.  The 
statistics are worrying for the Bridport area and, although lower than some other areas, it is 
increasing in all age groups including 12-16 and this seems to be due to the new more spreadable 
strain. This will be a worry for all and is having an effect on students’ mental health and we are 
here to support if this is affecting your daughter or son. There are also many organisations who 
can support young people with mental health and wellbeing.  This link will take you to Kooth 
https://www.colfox.org/kooth/ and has other links to help. 
 
For parents of students in Year 11 and 13, and following on from the announcement that exams 
will not go ahead this year, this has been a particularly upsetting time. I want to first of all say how 
brilliantly these students have been working both during the first lockdown and since being back in 
school since September. They have made fantastic progress and as a school we are proud of all 
of them.  At the moment we are not sure how they will be assessed or how we will award grades 
yet. The DFE are in consultation with schools over the next few weeks to come up with a plan. 
Once we know I will write to you again.  All I can say for now is keep working as hard as you have 
been up to now, your teachers are setting work and completing the courses so that we have as 
much evidence as possible. Try not to worry we will support students and parents through this 
process just keep going! 
 
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to be part of the mass testing we were due to start 
this term.  We still intend to test school staff and the students we have in school and I have been 
working this week on setting up the centre.  We are going to have a run through next week before 
contacting those volunteers to go through with them how it will work and the different roles they 
could undertake. If you would like to volunteer, but have not done so yet, then please contact 
school and we will be in touch. 
 
I would like to thank parents for your support during this lockdown, I know it is not an easy time for 
anyone but we will come through this and working together we can protect our community. There 
is light at the end of the tunnel with the vaccines and we all just need to stay strong for a few more 
months. It was so brilliant last term to get all our students back in learning and we cannot wait for 
them to return when it is safe to do so.  
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Adam Shelley 
Headteacher 
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