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2.2 Key words
Action / Back story 

Chorus/chorus work / 

Communal voice / 

Conscience corridor

/ Flashback / Forum 

theatre /Frame 

/ Freeze-frame / Hot-

seating / Improvisation 

/ Narration / Role 

reversal / Sculpting 

/ Soundscape / Split 

screen / Tableau(x) 

/ Tempo / Thought 

tracking / Alienation 

/ Arena staging / Aside 

/ Caricature / Character 

/ Climax / Composite 

setting / Devising/ 

Dramatic irony / 

Dramatic tension / Epic 

theatre / Fourth wall 

Genre / Monologue 

/ Naturalism / Physical 

theatre / Promenade 

staging / Proscenium 

/ Realism / Style 

/ Subtext / Theatre in 

the Round / Thrust 

stage / Traverse stage.
Notes from the Mark Scheme

You are being marked on Devising: create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for performance(AO1, 30 marks). This is assessed through the portfolio of 

supporting evidence. Realising: apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions(AO2, 15 marks). This is assessed through the performance or design (realised in 

performance). Evaluating: analyse and evaluate their own work(AO4,15 marks).This is assessed through a written evaluation completed under supervised 

conditions.

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teacher wants me to 

do?

• Do I know how to get 

the best marks 

possible?

• How do I find more 

information?

• Have I communicated 

everything I wanted 

to?

• Does everyone know 

what I mean?

• Have I included as 

many key terms in 

my writing as 

possible?

• Can I do more 

research on my own?

• How can I extend my 

work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will creating the devised performance work for your coursework. This 

coursework is 40% of your GCSE and is comprosed of 60 marks. 30 marks on a written 

portfolio, 15 marks on the performance, and 15 marks on a timed written evaluation.

This is your actual GCSE coursework and so need to be treated seriously. You will need to 

take some time outside of lessons to work with your group and create content. You will 

need to make and maintain notes on the creation and rehearsal process for your portfolio.

Evidence required
You will need to make 

notes, take pictures, 

complete homework, 

begin your portfolio.

Component 1 – Devising Theatre
You are required to devise a piece of original theatre in response to a stimulus, using either the 

techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or the characteristics of a genre of drama. You can 

either act or design. If you choose design you must work with a group of actors. Learners choosing 

design must pick one option from the list below: lighting / design / sound design / set design 

(including props)/ costume design (including hair and make-up). You will work in groups of between 

two and five actors. Each group may have up to four designers, each offering a different design skill. 

Designers must contribute fully to the creation of the piece of theatre. This component involves 

devising and realising work for performance and evaluating the final piece of theatre.

Group of two actors: 5-10minutes / Group of three actors: 7-12minutes / Group of four actors: 9-

14minutes / Group of five actors:11-16minutes.
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HOMEWORK

TASK 1

Compile a ‘research folder’ which 
contains ideas, topics, news articles, 

pictures, stories and any other relevant 

information that will support you while 

devising your final piece of coursework 

for Component 1 . You should include a 

bibliography which has at least 10 

different sources. This will form the 

secondary stimulus information needed 

in your portfolio and so is essential.

EXTRA WORK
If you want extra work to push yourself further -

Look at all the feedback sheets and 

comments made by your teacher or 

peers over this project. Create a 

’Self improvement plan’ to 
improve your skills in the 3 areas 

you think need the most work—e.g. 

facial expressions / written 

analysis/ projection / facial 

expressions. Set yourself tasks to 

complete at home. These tasks 

should be comprehensive and 

should help you in developing your 

skills.

TASK 4

Draw and annotate either a costume design, 

or a set design for your Component 1 

performance. You must ensure that the 

drawing is in full colour, detailed and realistic. 

Your annotations must explain what the item 

of clothing is, its condition and why you have 

chosen it / what each piece of set is, the 

condition, placement choices and reasons…
This should show that at least 1 hour has been 

spent on it and so should be detailed, fully 

annotated, include key drama terms and 

should be accurate to your piece.

TASK 2

Create a fact file on your chosen 

genre or practitioner. What is it / who 

are they? What techniques are used? 

What conventions would I find? How can 

I make sure that my devised 

performance meets the needs of the 

practitioner / genre? Discuss set, 

costume, props, and the acting style. It 

should be a whole side of A4 and can 

include pictures.

TASK 5

The teacher will set another task 

here that is individual to you and 

your needs based on your work this 

half term.

TASK 3

Write an evaluation of your devised 

performance so far. You should look at—What 

particular skills have you made improvement 

on? What do you know now that you did not 

before? What have you still got to work on? Be 

fair to yourself and set targets to improve on 

next year. You MUST analyse and give 

examples for each point you make. This should 

be a minimum of 1 side of A4 and you should 

spend at least an hour on it.


