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January 2021 
 
Dear Year 11 Students and Parents 
  
We are sure that many of you watched the Prime Minister’s briefing last night and heard him 
announce that this year’s GCSE exams will not be going ahead in their ‘normal’ format. At this 
stage, we know no more than you do about what this actually will look like, but we will share any 
information that we get as soon as it becomes available to us. 
  
It is inevitable that you will have felt a range of emotions when you heard this news – uncertainty? 
Frustration? Relief? Disappointment? Your teachers felt all of these things too! However, in the 
middle of everything that is unclear at the moment, what we do know is that it is more important 
than ever that you continue to engage fully with your studies in all your subject areas over the 
coming weeks. Your class teachers will be setting you work on Teams from today and providing 
you with feedback to ensure that you can continue to learn at home so that you are fully prepared 
for whatever announcement comes next, whether that is a limited range of exams, ‘national 
mocks’, controlled assessments or something else. 
  
The Year 11 full reports will be published next week. These will give an indication of the grades 
you are currently working at and your target grades as well as identifying key areas for you to 
focus on during the coming weeks; these will remain as relevant as ever. However, please do 
remember that teachers wrote these reports in the last week before the Christmas break and at 
this stage they were assuming that we would be welcoming you all back to school in January! 
  
We are in the process of setting up Tutor Group teams on Teams and we will use these to 
communicate key messages to you about post-16 information etc, so please do check these 
regularly. If you have any urgent queries about options for next year then please do email Mr 
Farrow at farrowg@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 
  
We will be in touch again as soon as we know more. In the meantime, please look after yourselves 
and each other. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Laura Webb   Graham Farrow 
Deputy Headteacher Head of Y11 
  
  
 


