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Dear Parents 
 
I wanted to update you following the announcement yesterday that schools will open to all students from 
Monday 8 March 2021. 
 
My main priority is getting all students back to face to face education as quickly as possible, however, we 
need to ensure the safety of all students, parents, school staff and our community in order to stop 
asymptomatic positive cases spreading.  The thing that all secondary schools are working on, to get 
students back in quickly, is how to get all students tested before they begin face to face education. The 
government has said that all students have to be tested in the schools testing centre and receive a negative 
result before they can begin face to face lessons.  
 
As you can imagine this needs careful planning to ensure that the tests are done safely and to minimise the 
spread in case any student tests positive. For each student the process takes about 10 minutes to register, 
5 minutes to do the test and about half an hour to get the test result. We know this as we have been testing 
all staff and students who have been in during the lockdown. 
 
I am working with SLT to plan how to get students back quickly during the week. The government have 
sent schools some guidance today suggesting that secondary schools bring students back in phases over 
that week to allow for this testing to be carried out. They have also advised that this should be done by 
prioritising key worker and vulnerable students followed by Year 10,11,12 and 13 students and finally Year 
7, 8 and 9 students.  We are using all this information to create a plan and I will write again once this has 
been finalised along with further information about Masks and Covid Home testing kits.  
 
Thank you for your support during this global pandemic, especially all you have been doing to support your 
child with their home learning.  
 
We are really looking forward to finally getting your daughters and sons back into school (for good), not 
only as we know that this is the environment where they learn the best, but also so that they can be back 
with their friends and peers which is so important for their mental health and wellbeing.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Adam Shelley 
Headteacher 
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