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4 March 2021 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Information for students returning from Monday 8 March 2021.  Most of the rules that we had in place for 
the Autumn Term will remain, and we will go through these in detail with the students when they return, but 
I thought it would be useful to go through some of them and any changes.  
 
Firstly, it is important to remember, that even with the voluntary lateral flow tests we are doing and the ones 
we will be sending home, we still all need to be vigilant and try not to get into situations where transmission 
might happen.  Please talk to your daughter or son about what, as well as coming in to school, they can 
and cannot do as we move into the different phases of unlocking.  
 
Please remember that If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 you must not send them into school. 
You must arrange a test and let us know. Only when you have a negative test or followed advice about self-
isolating can your child return.  
 
Attendance is now compulsory from the year group starting date. This applies to all students except those 
who are shielding.  We will follow the normal school attendance policy and parents should contact their 
child’s Head of School if they have any concerns.  
 
Starting date for year groups: 
Monday 8 March – Year 10 and 11 
Tuesday 9 March - Sixth Form 
Wednesday 10 March – Years 8 and 9 
Friday 12 March – Year 7 
 
Start of Day: 

• Breakfast club available from Monday 15 March at 8.15am. Students enter using the outside entrance 
to the canteen  

• Academy doors open at 8.30am – face coverings are to be worn, unless exempt 

• Tutor time begins at 8.40am 

• Tutees will be based in their zones – Y7 Humanities, Y8 Maths, Y9 English, Y10 MFL and Y11 C Block  

• Entry to the school: 
 Year 7-8 A block 
 Year 9-10 B block 
 Year 11 C block 
 Sixth Form – Sixth Form fire escape 
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Lunch times: 
These will be staggered so only one year group access the canteen.  Students should grab and take food 
outside to their zones to eat or inside tutor rooms if a wet weather day. Y11 will continue to be able to stay 
in the canteen to eat their lunch. 
 
Break and Lunchtime: 
At break and lunch time students will be outside in their zones rather than inside in classrooms. This is to 
ensure they have time outside without the need for a mask.  Each year zone will have a quiet room inside 
which students can use. If it is a wet weather day, then we will let students know in the morning and they 
can use their tutor zones at these times.  
 
End of the Day: 
Until the end of term students will leave at the following times Y7-9 3.10pm, Y10-11 3.15pm. All buses will 
run at these new times except the X53 towards Lyme Regis which is a public bus and will collect at the 
usual time. Students on the X53 can wait in their classrooms if they wish until 3.30pm. This does mean that 
more students will be released in one go, however, they will exit via their classroom fire exit into the fresh 
air, when they are released.  If they are walking home, they need to do so straight away and not 
congregate in the school grounds. We hope that with clubs beginning this will help to stagger the ending of 
the day even more. If you are picking up your child by car, please can you wait in your car for your child to 
come out. 
 
Parents will not be able to access the building and should wait outside the gates when picking up their 
children so that we can maintain the bubbles.  Any parents wishing to talk to a member of staff should 
telephone the office and make an appointment. 
 
COVID-19 Measures: 
The measures we had in place remain the same as the Autumn Term as follows. 
 
Year groups are in ‘bubbles’ and this is important to ensure that if we were to have a case of Covid we 
could quickly identify who we might need to ask to self-isolate, this could be a particular group or the whole 
bubble. The aim is to keep everyone safe so we will be adapting our behaviour policy to include 
consequences for deliberately breaking these bubbles.  
 
Students will meet other year groups as they move between lessons but this brief passing in corridors or 
outside is allowed. 
 
Whilst inside the academy students will move around in a one way system. The bottom floor corridor will be 
for moving from C block in the direction of A block and the top floor will be for moving from A block in the 
direction of C block.  In each block one of the staircases will be for going up and the other for going down.   
 
Students will be encouraged to enter classrooms on the ground floor via classroom fire exits. 
 
We will still not be issuing lockers and we expect all students to carry their bag around. We expect all 
students to have all the equipment they need for each lesson.  
 
Full school uniform must be worn, however, if a student is in the Foundation PE option in Y9 or GCSE PE 
in Y10 or 11 they may where their PE kit on the days they have these lessons, this has not changed since 
the Autumn Term. As it is still cold students may also wear a plain black jumper (not hoodie) under their 
blazer.  
 
Water will be available from jugs outside reception for students to fill up water bottles during the day. 
 
Students will enter their rooms without lining up and their teacher will have an activity for them to start while 
everyone arrives. As they enter the room they will wash their hands and also spray and clean their desk 
area. Some teachers in more practical subjects might be wearing visors and gloves and not have a zoned 
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off area.  This is because they will be working more closely with students.  Each room will have the doors 
and windows open to keep a breeze flowing through the rooms. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing: 
During the first two weeks, lessons will be disrupted due to COVID-19 tests being carried out. Those who 
have already consented do not need to again however if you would still like your child to have one then 
please let us know as these are voluntary but do help us to identify potential cases to try to help us keep 
everyone safe. After these two weeks we will send your child home with COVID-19 home test kits for you to 
carry out two COVID-19 tests per week. These are again voluntary but will continue to help us identify any 
potential cases. There has been recent information that anyone in a household with school age children 
can also get packs of these tests - this is not done through school. The information on this page Rapid 
lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) allows 
you to find where you can pick these up. If we get any more specific information on how to obtain these 
then we will let you know. 
 
Shielding staff: 
We have some staff who are shielding and will be teaching in a different way as we need to protect them 
from any potential contact until it is safe for them to return. These staff will be teaching via Teams where 
they will be live projected into the classroom to deliver the lesson. These lessons will have a member of 
staff in the classroom to support the students. Some other lessons might have some teacher or room 
changes to allow for this to happen. 
 
Year 11 and 13 students: 
Your remaining weeks in school are really more important than in other years. This is when we are going to 
gather more evidence for your final grades. Your teachers are planning carefully to ensure you can 
demonstrate the knowledge and skills you have learnt over the course. This is a real opportunity for you to 
have that final push and show us what you can do. I have been really impressed with the dedication and 
work ethic both these year groups have shown throughout the last two years (even when things have been 
so disrupted) so keep going you are almost there. 
 
Thank you for all your support, all the staff at the school appreciate it and we are looking forward to 
welcoming all students back in from Monday 8 March. By continuing to work together we can protect the 
school and community as much as possible from the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Adam Shelley 
Headteacher 
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Information at a glance: 
 
Tutor Bubble Zones: 
 
 

 

 
Tutor Group Rooms: 

Year 7  Year 8 Year 9  Year 10 Year 11 

T7MAB - A102 A8JCC - A113 A9JP – B208 A10LTB- B219 A11JS-C206 

A7PJH - A103 T8AJN - A112 F9NA – B210 A10LC- B216 F11TP-C205 

F7CP - A104 H8NLB - A114 HPTH- B211 F10CFB- B215 F11KEH-C204 

H7RFP - A105 H8CAS - A111 T9EMA-B212 H10KFM- B217 H11SW-C101 

F7KSH - A106 F8JG - A110 T9JW-B213 T10BWH- B218 T11AU- C203 

 
Movement: 

Movement    

Top Floor A – C (direction) 

Bottom Floor C – A (direction) 

Nearest fire exit for entry and exit to ground floor 

rooms   

   
A Block  
Near A block entry Stairs UP  
Near B Block entry Stairs DOWN  
  
B Block  
MFL Stairs DOWN  
English Stairs UP  
  
C block  
Near PE changing rooms Stairs DOWN  
Near B Block entry Stairs UP  

 

Zone Inside Outside Space 

Zone 

Toilets Entry 

Year 7 Humanities 

Half Tennis Courts and Checker 

board outside Maths A lower 

Humanities Fire exits or A block 

doors 

Year 8 Maths 

Half Astro Turf and Outside area by 

Preschool A Upper Maths Fire exits or A block doors 

Year 9 English 

Field behind Tennis courts and 

Area between Library and board 

room B Upper English Fire exits or B block doors 

Year 10 MFL 

Half of Tennis courts and 

amphitheatre C Lower MFL Fire exits or B block doors 

Year 11 Art/Textiles/C101 

Half of the Astro turf and space 

leading to C door into building C Upper 

Art/Textiles/C101 Art room Fire 

exit or C block doors 
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