
Medieval The period between 1066-1500

Peasants/
Villein

Ordinary people, who worked on the land and had 
to serve their feudal master, often a knight

Hierarchy A system in which people are ranked according 
to their importance

Magna 
Carta

The document that King John was forced to sign 
by the barons in 1215 that limited some of his 
powers

Black 
Death

The disease that affected England from 1348 
onwards. It is estimated that it killed 40% of 
the population.

Bubonic 
Plague

The more common Plague that was carried in the 
bloodstream of rats. Fleas bit the rats and 
become infected. They then hopped onto humans, 
bit them and passed on the disease.

Pneumonic 
Plague

This was more deadly. It was caught by 
breathing in the germs when an infected person 
coughed or sneezed. This would cough up blood 
and their lungs rotted inside them.

Freemen These people paid rent to the lord to farm their 
land, but they weren’t ‘owned’ by the Lord, and 
could come and go as they pleased.

Tithe A 10% tax which people had to pay to the 
Church. It could be paid in money, seeds or 
equipment.

Doom 
Painting

A painting in Medieval churches which showed 
the joys of heaven and the horrors of hell

Peasant’s 
Revolt

A popular revolt in 1381 against the rule of 
Richard II, his advisors and taxation led by Wat 
Tyler.

Curfew A rule requiring certain or all people to leave the 
streets or be at home at a prescribed hour

Serf Another word for peasants

Wattle Construction of poles intertwined with twigs, 
reeds, or branches, used for walls, fences, and 
roofs

Keywords – You will learn about these word this Half Term
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Medieval Towns and Villages The Black Death

Causes: God deserting mankind/unusual position of the planets/impure air from a 
volcano or earthquake/the Jews.
Treatments: Ask for God’s forgiveness/ bleeding/ purging /strong smelling 
herbs/lancing buboes
Prevention: Pray/Pilgrimage/self-flagellation/escape!/carry a posy of flowers/do 
joyful things!/quarantine laws

Medieval Church

The church impacted every aspect of every member of the population’s 
lives. The Church stored all the books and ran most schools. People in 

need were cared for by monks and nuns. 1 in every 20 days people ran for 
the church. The Church had regular festivals when people didn’t work. 
The King was head of the Church. People were expected to farm the 

king’s land for free.

The Church was very rich and was led by the Pope who was seen as God’s 
representative on earth. 

Life after death was very important to people during the Middle Ages. 
People believed if you led a good life you would go to heaven.

Towns Villages

Houses: Made of a wooden 
frame, covered with clay and 
thatched roofs.
Jobs: Most people worked in 
workshops and lived above them. 
Medieval streets were busy with 
food sellers and markets.
Food and drink: Most people 
drunk beer and ale in ale houses. 
Meat and fish were much more 
available to them.

Houses: Made of wattle and daub, 
with a thatch roof but no windows. 

Animals lived in the houses. They slept 
on the floor

Jobs: Worked on the land, ploughing 
in autumn, sowing in spring, harvesting 
in August. Work began at dawn, 
preparing animals and it did not finish 
until dusk.
Food and drunk: Mostly ate 
vegetables and drunk home-brewed 
beer.

Timeline of the Peasants’ 
Revolt



History Homework Half 
Term 3. For each 

homework you should 
spend 30 minutes on 
each homework task.

Task 1: An extraordinary day in the life of a Medieval Village Peasant
 Write a diary entry as a Medieval Village Peasant who is having a day out to a 

Medieval Town to sell some of their farm produce
 Try to include at least two of your senses in your diary entry, this could be smell, 

sight, sound, taste and touch.
 Try to describe at least two aspects of a medieval town:

Buildings such as Houses, Shops and Churches
Food
Jobs

Hygiene
 2 weeks.

Task 2: Warning

 Design a Black Death information poster for 1348.

 Rember that nobody knew what we do about the causes of plague, so 

don't mention fleas, germs or rats. Your poster should:

- warn people about the causes – add pictures to make the message 

stronger.

- advise people about the cures available.

Be eye-catching and information.

 2 weeks.

Task 3: Discovery
 Watch the clip from Parliament about Magna Carta. If you can’t ask your teacher for information. 

 https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/magna-carta-for-the-21st-century/

 Write a paragraph explaining what the Magna Carta is.

 Write a second paragraph explaining how the Magna Carta still impacts on our lives today.

 1 week.

Challenge: Make your own Magna Carta, come up with six things our politicians should follow to support citizens of the UK today.

Task 4: Recall
 Learn the first twelve keywords and 

definitions on the knowledge 
organizer.

 You must be able to draw a picture to 
represent each of
 1 week. 

Task 5: Creation
 Design your own medieval church Doom Painting.

 Remember, it's got to tell people what will happen to 
them in heaven and hell.

 1 week.

Task 6: Imagine
 Imagine you were one of the peasants who marched to London with 

Wat Tyler. The revolt is over and you are back at home in your village 
… but the villagers who didn't go with you are keen to know what 

happened. Write down what you would tell them – and remember to 
make it accurate and exciting!

 You should write at least two paragraphs.
 1 week

Task 7: Teacher Task

If your teacher chooses this task, 
they will set you a 1 week homework 

and explain it during your lesson.
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Challenge:
Remember that few people at the time could read.

How does this affect the sort of post you will 
complete? Write a few sentences explaining your 

thoughts.

Challenge: Add a conclusion explaining why a Medieval Village 
Peasant would have found there visit so extraordinary.

Challenge:
1) Explain your design.

2) Why were Doom paintings so powerful during 
medieval times?

Extension: Find out what happens next after Richard asks the 
rebels to leave London.

https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/magna-carta-for-the-21st-century/

