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Dear Parents 
 
It has been fantastic to have all the students back for the last four weeks and we look forward to next 
term where we hope that, if all goes well with the unlocking, we will be able to offer more clubs and 
opportunities for your daughters and sons. 
 
As we approach the Summer Term, this is normally the time when Year 11 and 13 are getting ready 
for their exams, however, as these have been cancelled they will be working hard to complete more 
evidence so we can award them their grades and I would like to take this opportunity to say how 
impressed I have been with them all. I am sure that all this hard work will pay off and set them up well 
for the next stage of their education. So well done to you all. 
 
The students have settled back well and are getting used to the new routines and rules, the weather 
has helped them to be able to socialise at break and lunch, which many have missed during the lock 
down and this social contact is so important for us all.  As you know this term, we have had a 
shortened lunch break as the students were getting cold with all the doors and windows being open 
but now we move into the Summer Term we can go back to the normal break and lunchtime. I would 
encourage as many students to use this time to get outside, exercise or socialise with their friends.  
This will help their mental health and physical wellbeing and make them better ready to learn in their 
afternoon lessons.  We will continue with the measures inside to keep the school community safe but I 
will review the facemask rule when we receive more guidance form the government (we are expecting 
this over the Easter break). The end of day will be staggered again to avoid crowding inside, this 
means that Years 7, 8 and 9 will leave at 3.25pm and Years 10 and 11 will leave at 3.30pm. All buses 
will now revert back to their original leaving time.  

 
As was done during the Christmas break I need to monitor and act if any student was to test positive 
for Covid during the first week of the Easter break. If your child does develop symptoms within 48hrs of 
being in school and then have a positive PCR test (the one that gets sent to the lab) please alert me 
on covid@colfox.dorset.sch.uk including name, year group, date symptoms developed and last day 
they were in school. This will help me to look at the seating plans and contact other students who 
might need to self-isolate. If they develop symptoms after this date, then you do not need to contact 
school but use the NHS track and trace system. For students doing the voluntary lateral flow testing 
we have provided enough tests to complete two each week of the Easter break. Please carry out one 
on the Sunday before we return (18 April) to potentially capture any asymptomatic cases. If this does 
test positive, then please inform us on the Covid email address and get a PCR test to confirm these 
results and do not send your child into school until completing the self-isolation period.  Dorset and 
Bridport in general still has very low numbers but with the next stage of unlocking, we must still remain 
alert and not take additional risks.  
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Next term we are focusing on punctuality and uniform as this is something that we need to improve. 
Please can parents ensure that students are in correct uniform on the 19 April and are punctual for 
school, we are also monitoring their punctuality to lessons. To help with this we are keeping the end 
and beginning of lesson bells. All students should be in their lessons by the start bell as this will ensure 
a crisp start to their learning. Summer uniform is something that myself and SLT are looking into so 
students feel comfortable in lessons as the weather warms up so I will keep you updated if we decide 
to make any changes. 

 
In terms of learning the last four weeks have been about getting the students back into the routine of 
lessons and assessing what they know, but next term is all about getting the students back to enjoying 
their learning or if you like, a love for learning, which some students have lost during lockdowns. We 
also have lots of exciting developments we are planning in the curriculum for next year and last week 
we were recruiting new teachers to support this. These include a Reading and Literacy Coordinator to 
help support and develop our reading curriculum, a Second in Maths to help develop our Maths 
Mastery curriculum and a new MFL teacher to build up our languages offer.  We are also 
strengthening our pastoral support by internally recruiting two new Year heads to support our Heads of 
School. We have a brand new options process and Year 9 will be receiving their GCSE choices this 
week.  All of this despite the difficulties we have faced during this pandemic. 

 
I look forward to seeing all your daughters and sons after Easter and wish you all a restful break. I 
hope you will also take the opportunity of the unlocking to help your mental health and wellbeing as we 
have all suffered over the course of this pandemic and still have some way to go.  
 
Thank you for all your support. Bridport has a great community that has become stronger through 
these difficult times. 
 
Take care of yourselves and your family. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Adam Shelley 
Headteacher 
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