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Key words
Action / Alter ego / 

Back story / Chorus 

/ 

Collage /Communal 

voice / Conscience 

corridor (also known 

as 'conscience alley' 

or 'thought tunnel') 

/ Flashback /Forum 

theatre / Frame 

distancing / Freeze-

frame / Hot-seating 

/ Improvisation 

/ Narration / 

Narrator / Pace / 

Pause / Pitch / 

Ranking / Rehearsal 

techniques(a full 

range of rehearsal 

techniques / Role 

reversal / Role 

transfer / Sculpting 

/ Soundscape / Split 

screen / Tableau(x) 

/ Tempo / Thoughts 

in the head or 

thought tracking / 

Transporting a 

character.

Notes from the Mark Scheme

This project requires you to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed through the study of a performance 

text.

Top band responses will show - A perceptive explanation of character and the subtleties of the interaction between characters. / Detailed and discerning knowledge and 

understanding of how performance skills are used to communicate meaning. / Highly relevant knowledge, understanding and use of drama terminology.

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teacher wants me to 

do?

• Do I know how to get 

the best marks 

possible?

• How do I find more 

information?

• Have I communicated 

everything I wanted 

to?

• Does everyone know 

what I mean?

• Have I included as 

many key terms in 

my writing as 

possible?

• Can I do more 

research on my own?

• How can I extend my 

work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will analysing a script and looking at how to answer exam questions. You 

will need to research the script and look at the social, historical and political contexts, how 

it is performed and the content of the script itself. We will practically explore elements of 

the script in class to develop our understanding.

You will be answering the same questions for this topic that you will for Secion A in the 

actual GCSE exam next year. This means that all structure and exam technique we learn 

here will be useful in our exams next year.

Evidence required
You will need to make 

notes, complete 

homework, and do 

practice 

exam questions.

Breaking down a text
This half term you will consider how a text is constructed and how performances create meaning 

through:

- the characteristics of the performance text, including – genre / structure / character / form and style / 

language/dialogue / stage directions

- the social, historical and cultural context including the theatrical conventions of the period in which the 

performance text was created

- how meaning is interpreted and communicated through - performance conventions / use of 

performance space and spatial relationships on stage, including the impact of different stages (proscenium 

arch, theatre in round, traverse and thrust) on at least one sceneorelationships between performer and 

audience / the design of lighting, sound, set (including props) and costume and make-up / the actor's vocal 

and physical interpretation of character.
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HOMEWORK

TASK 1

Read as much of the script as you can!

Make notes on the plot, the characters, 

the settings. Get an image in your mind 

for how it would be staged and how it 

would look / be designed.
EXTRA WORK

If you want extra work to push yourself further -

Your actual Section A text in the 

exam will be DNA by Dennis Kelly. 

We looked at this in Year 9 and will 

spend a term and half on this next 

year, but... I would re-read this 

again now. Refresh your memory. 

Make notes on the plot, the 

characters, the settings. Get an 

image in your mind for how it would 

be staged and how it would look / 

be designed. These note will help 

you a LOT in year 11.

TASK 5

Create a series of revision cards which focus 

on each character. What are their traits? 

Motivations? What do they do? What do they 

wear? Who are they close with? What is their 

status? Etc.

TASK 2

You should write an additional scene 

which would go somewhere in the play. 

Think about where we need a little more 

information, or where we could see a 

different side to the characters. Your 

scene should be 2-3 pages long.

Think about the way the play is written, 

the techniques included, the language 

and way of speaking, and 

who the audience are.

Don't forget to use the standard script 

layout that you learnt in Year 8, to proof 

read your work and to cehck your SPaG.

TASK 6

The teacher will set another task 

here that is individual to you and 

your needs based on your work this 

half term.

TASK 3

Review the feedback you 

have received following your most recent 

exam practice questions. Pick one of the 

larger (10 or 15) mark questions and re-

write this. You should aim to increase 

your mark by at least 3 marks where 

possible. Look at the marking criteria 

and comments from teachers.

TASK 4

Annotate the section you are performing with 

key notes on staging and performance. E.g. key 

movements of characters, how lines are 

delivered, objectives, subtext, blocking, 

staging, etc.


