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Different Types of Family  

 Nuclear family 
 Extended family 
 Adopted family 
 Foster family 
 Blended family  
 Single parent family 
 Grand parent family 
 Same sex family 

 

Religious believers 
have very special ways 
of celebrating the birth of 
a child. 
It is important to welcome 
a new baby into the 
religious community. 
A religious community 
is another type of family. 

 

Jewish Bar and Bat Mitzvah’s:  

 In the Jewish tradition 
there are two 
answers to ‘when does a 
person become an adult?’ 
 A girl is recognised by 
the Jewish community as 
an adult when she reaches 
her twelfth birthday. 
 A boy has to wait 
a year longer before the 
Jewish community accepts 
that he has become an 
adult. 

 

 



 

 

Glossary for Family, Marriage & Relationships  
 

KEY WORD  Meaning  
Family  A group of people who are related to each other, by blood (parents), marriage or 

cohabitation.  
Marriage  
  

a legally accepted relationship between two people in which they live together, or 
the official ceremony that results in this  

Spouse  Husband or wife.  

Cohabitation  Living with someone; this may be between two unmarried people.  

Vows  
  

Promises made at a wedding e.g. “till death us do part”.  

Literal interpretation  A story that is understood as historic facts.  

Non-literal 
interpretation  

A story that is understood as a myth – untrue with an important message.  

Genesis  Means “origin” or “beginnings”; this is the first book of the Bible, containing the 
Creation stories.  

Adulthood  a person or animal that has grown to full size and strength; at this time they must 
take full responsibility for their choices and actions.  

Bar mitzvah  
  

Jewish ceremony for boys aged 13 in which they become adults.  

Bat mitzvah  
  

Reformed Jewish ceremony for girls aged 12 in which they become adults.  

Rites of passage  
  

Ceremonies marking important events (e.g. baptism, wedding, funeral, bat 
mitzvah).  

Love languages  
  

The belief that some people prefer to express & receive love in one way, whilst 
others prefer another way (i.e. gifts, time, words, acts, touch).   

Arranged marriage  
  

A marriage in which the parents are involved in organising the process in which 
their son or daughter chooses who to marry.  

Forced marriage  A marriage in which the parents decide who their child will marry, ignoring their 
child’s preferences.  

Divorce  
  

The legal ending of a marriage.  

Annulment  
  

The moment when a marriage is declared “null”, no longer exists due to factors 
such as one partner is already married to someone else.  

Remarriage  
  

Getting married again following divorce or death of a spouse.  

Roman Catholic  
  

A group of Christians which has the Pope as its leader.  

Protestant  
  

A group of Christians that separated itself from the Catholic church in PROTEST at 
the time of Henry VIII.  

Fertility  
  

The ability to have children.  


