
Year 8 English
Independent Study

A World of Words Project
The English language is fascinating when you investigate it!  

Did you know that we speak Latin, Greek, French, Hindi, 
Arabic and Spanish most days without realising it?  This 

project asks you to investigate the history and changes that 
have made our language so diverse and flexible.

Task 1:  Place names
 Think about the names of the 

towns and villages you know 
well e.g.
• Bridport
• Beaminster
• Dorchester
• Bradpole
• Powerstock
• Loders
• Netherbury

 Conduct some research into 
the origin of the name and see 
how it has changed over time.

 You could use: 
http://kepn.nottingham.ac.uk/

 Create a map showing the 
places and the history of their 
names.

 2 weeks
 Complete / signed

Task 2:  It’s all Greek to me!
 Investigate the following Greek root words… 

and more if you can!
 Make some word trees to show how our 

vocabulary has expanded.
• Mand (to order)
• Meter (to measure)
• Imag (likeness)
• Man (hand)
• Loc (place)
• Fac (make)
• Gen (origin)
• Cogn (think)
• Dent (tooth)
• Auto (self)
• Ology (study)
• Hydro (water)

 2 weeks
 Complete / signed

EXTENSION!
Find an example of English from history, 

maybe an extract of Chaucer or 
Shakespeare.  Read it and explore how 

it has changed.  Write a modern 
translation with illustrations.

Task 3:  English Language Timeline
 How many words do we use that would have been unknown 100 

years ago?  Internet, global warming, carbon footprint, ipod, to 
Google…

 Find out about the influences that have helped create the modern 
language we use today.   

 Create a timeline of the English language that shows influences 
and changes through:
• Old English
• Middle English
• Early Modern English
• Late Modern English

 2 weeks
 Complete / signed

RRS Article 30: the 
right to culture, 
language and religion.



Year 8 English 
Knowledge Organiser Travel 

Reading Zone
Help Zone:

Choose some of the following stories to read – learn about

new worlds, characters and vocabulary!

You can tick them off when you’ve read them:

 Notes from a Small Island – Bill Bryson

 Peak – Roland Smith

 Egg and Spoon – Gregory Maguire

 The Kite Rider – Geraldine McCaughrean

 Kensuke’s Kingdom – Michael Morpurgo

 Apache: Girl Warrior – Tanya Landman

 The Unforgotten Coat – Frank Cottrell Boyce

Extra Challenge: Write a review
 Now you’ve finished reading a book, you can write a review!
 You should try and include a ‘blurb’ about the book, without giving 

too much away.
 Write about your favourite parts of the book, but also about 

anything you would like to change.
 You could include an information section on your favourite character 

or scene.
 Challenge: Write an alternative ending for a book you’ve read.

Use this space to find some answers when you are stuck

and need a little help!

RRS Article 30: the 
right to culture, 
language and religion.

Use a vocabulary tree to 
make connections 
between words, 
beginning with your root
word.

Morphology = the study of words 
and their structure

Etymology = the study of the 
history of words

Root word


