
Year 7 English 
Independent Study

Influential Authors Project
This project involves you finding out as much as you can about 
writers who have influenced the English language.  You must 
focus on what they have done to become such important figures.  

Geoffrey Chaucer

William Shakespeare

Jane Austen

William 
WordsworthJK Rowling

The Bronte sisters

Task 1:  Illustrated Timelines 
 Choose 2 of the authors to 

research in detail.   
 Find out as much as you can 

about their life, family, work 
and influences.  Create 
timelines that give facts, 
images and details.

 RRS: Check different sources 
to ensure your information is 
reliable.

 2 weeks
 Complete / signed: 

Task 2:  Their work
 Choose 1 of the authors and find out about 

their work.  Choose 1 novel they have written 
and find out about:
• The plot – beginning, middle, end, 

subplots…
• The characters – personalities, 

relationships, emotions…
• The settings – places, journeys, maps…

 Create an illustrated information leaflet that 
informs and explains your findings.

 2 weeks
 Complete / signed:

Task 3:  Eclipse Reading Cloud 
 Login to the Reading Cloud using your 

school login.
 Use the ‘Meet the Author’ and ‘Featured 

Author’ sections to find out about 2 
other writers.

 Use the ‘Blog’ section to write 2 
different status updates about your 
chosen writers and what you have 
found.  Tag as many key words as you 
can!

 2 weeks
 Complete / signed:

EXTENSION!
Find out about these writers too:
• Malorie Blackman
• Suzanne Collins
• Harper Lee
• George Orwell
• Marcus Zusak
• Mark Haddon

Article 17: Access to 
reliable information 

from the media.
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Knowledge Organiser Influential Authors

Reading Zone:
Help Zone:

Choose some of the following stories to read – learn about

new worlds, characters and vocabulary!

You can tick them off when you’ve read them:

 Harry Potter Series – JK Rowling

 Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson

 The Time Machine – HG Wells

 A Monster Calls – Patrick Ness

 My Family & Other Animals– Gerald Durrell

 Journey to the River Sea – Eva Ibbotson

 The Lost World – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Extra Challenge: Write a review
 Now you’ve finished reading a book, you can write a review!
 You should try and include a ‘blurb’ about the book, without giving 

too much away.
 Write about your favourite parts of the book, but also about 

anything you would like to change.
 You could include an information section on your favourite 

character or scene.

Use this space to find some answers when you are stuck

and need a little help!

Article 17: Access to 
reliable information 

from the media.

Narrative 
structure:

Introduction: Characters and setting are introduced.
Inciting Incident: Something happens to begin the story, 
usually a mystery.
Rising Action: The characters work towards solving the 
mystery.
Climax: The mystery is solved! Usually lots of action.
Resolution: What happens after the mystery is solved.


