
KS3 MUSIC – YEAR 8 CURRICULUM MAP 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic Hooks and Riffs Offbeat 

 
Variations All that Jazz All about the 

Bass 
Saharan Sounds 

Key knowledge and 
skills – What core 

knowledge and key skills 
will be acquired and 

developed by students?   

Understand how music is 
based on Repeated 
Musical Patterns, Hooks, 
Riffs and Ostinatos.  

Recognise the stylistic 
conventions of Reggae 
music. Understand chords, 
syncopation and lyrics 
within Reggae music.   

Understand of the 
Elements of Music. Use 
musical devices to change 
themes to create variation 
to an existing theme or 
melody.  

Know how Chords and 
Triads are performed, 
notated, and used in Jazz 
and Blues. Demonstrate 
an “effective” Jazz 
improvisation using the 
notes of the Blues Scale.  

Understand Bass Clef. 
Identify musical 
instruments use the Bass 
Clef. Understand the 
importance of a Bass Line 
within texture and 
harmony. 

Recognise, perform and 
create African music with 

an understanding of 
musical conventions. 

Explore cyclic rhythms, 
polyrhythms, syncopation 

and call and response.  

Foundation / Developing 
Recognise hooks, riffs and 
ostinatos in popular and 
Western Classical music. 
Perform and create hooks, 
riffs and ostinatos within a 
musical structure.  

Foundation / Developing 
Identify musical features in 
Caribbean music. Perform 
a Caribbean song 
accurately using an 
“offbeat” in a reggae style. 
Perform reggae bass line 
riffs with an awareness of 
syncopation.  

Foundation / Developing 
Describe Variation Form 
when listening, performing 
and composing. Create 
and perform variations on 
an existing theme using 
augmentation, diminution, 
retrograde, drone, ostinato 
or a pedal note  

Foundation / Developing 
Perform Jazz or Blues 
Songs displaying skills 
needed to create such 
music e.g., 12-Bar Blues 
Chord Pattern. 
Understand, recognise, 
and describe some 
different genres of Jazz 
e.g. Ragtime, Swing 

Foundation / Developing 
Perform and compose 
bass line parts. Identify 
musical instruments, that 
use the Bass Clef. Know, 
identify, describe, and use 
a range of Bass Line 
Patterns when performing. 

Foundation / Developing 
Perform on an African 
drum. Perform as part of a 
group a cyclic rhythm as 
part of a polyrhythmic 
texture.  Understand 
syncopation  

Good/Exceptional 
Describe and identify, 
hooks, riffs and ostinatos 
from existing pieces of 
music.  Compose using 
hooks, riffs and ostinatos 
Draw links between the 
use of hooks and riffs in 
popular music and the use 
of ostinato in other music 

Good/Exceptional 
Identify key features in 
Caribbean music such as 
Calypso, Soca, Salsa, 
Merengue and Reggae  
Perform of a Caribbean 
song with awareness of 
texture and how parts fit 
together. Recognise the 
effect syncopation has on 
reggae  

Good/Exceptional 
Create and perform 
contrasting variations in 
different moods and styles 
using variation techniques 
e.g. using inversion, 
retrograde inversion, 
adding a counter melody, 
passing notes or melodic 
decoration, changing the 
tonality. 

Good/Exceptional 
Be influential in the 
arrangement and 
performance of Blues 
Songs or pieces of Jazz 
music showing 
understanding and use of 
more extended Jazz and 
Blues techniques and be 
more accomplished in 
these. Improvise solos, 
riffs and fills.  

Good/Exceptional 
the Grand Staff, with 
Middle C on a ledger line. 
Identify, describe and use 
a full range of more 
complex Bass Line 
Patterns when performing: 
Understand how Bass 
Lines relate to song 
structure, harmony, 
chords, and melody lines  

Good/Exceptional 
Perform all sounds correctly 
on an African drum. Take 
on a lead role and perform 
confidently showing an 
awareness of how different 
textural and rhythmic parts 
fit together within a complex 
polyrhythmic texture. 
Understand syncopation in 
terms of a half beat 
followed by a full beat and 
in relation to musical ties 
emphasising weaker beats  

Links to GCSE  C3 C1,3 C2,3 C2,3 C1,3 C1,3 
Responsive 
Teaching – how do we 
assess and feed back to 
students in this 
subject (formative and 
summative)  

Formative:  Mini performances at the end of most lessons – Self, peer and teacher verbal feedback   
                   Regular verbal feedback and next steps throughout practical tasks. 
                   Video or written evaluations marked with S & I 
                   Whole class feedback sheets after key lessons  Mini quizzes e.g. Musical vocab 
                   Termly self and teacher reflection sheets (S, I & Attitude to learning) 
                   Topic feedback sheets   

Termly assessment 
content – what content will 
be covered in your termly 
assessments (the two-week 
assessment window)?  

summative: Instrument skills performing music from the 
Caribbean for example Reggae focusing on the offbeat 
and syncopation rhythms 

Summative: Compose a jazz or blues piece based on 
the 12 bar blues pattern and blues scale.  Include 

variation between sections including an improvised 
section. 

Summative: Listening and appraising end of year exam 
including, identifying Key features from African music. 

 


