
YEAR 8 

WRITING  

 Foundation Developing Good Exceptional 

AO5 
Content 

* Response fulfils task in a basic 
manner. 
* Some imagination shown. 

* Relevant ideas and sufficient detail 
create an interesting response. 
* Response shows growing imagination. 

* The task is completed fully, is 
interesting and involving. 
* Response is imaginative. 

*Attention to fine detail. 
* High level of imagination 
which captivates reader. 

AO5 
Style 

* Mostly appropriate for the TAPS and 
task. 
 

* Clear TAPS for task. 
* Style is consistent and appropriate 
throughout. 

* TAPS entirely suited to task. 
* Style is consistent and 
appropriate for audience. 

* TAPS expertly deployed. 
* Highly proficient style. 

AO5 
Structure & 

Organisation 

* Most ideas are organised clearly into 
groups of sentences. 

* Writing is clearly structured and 
sentences are grouped together.  
* Information is ordered by time or logic. 

* Writing is tightly structured. 
* Ideas are organised in an 
interesting and effective way. 

* Ideas are cleverly organised 
to create particular effects. 
 

AO5 
Paragraphs 

* Some attempt to paragraph, but 
divisions are sometimes in the wrong 
place. 
* Some connective phrases used. 

* Paragraphs are ordered and structured. 
* Paragraphs are used for a purpose. 
* Suitable connective phrases link 
paragraphs. 

* Paragraphs are used effectively. 
* Topic sentences are used 
effectively. 
* More advanced connectives. 

* Paragraphs skilfully aid the 
purpose of the task. 
* Paragraphs are tightly 
focused and varied for effect. 

AO6 
Sentence 
structure 

* Some variation in the length and 
structure of sentences. 
* Some attempts to make sentences 
interesting and have impact. 

* Sentences are varied in length and 
structure to add interest. 
* Complex sentences are used.  
* A range of connectives are used. 

* Complex sentences are used 
when appropriate. 
* Sentences are varied and 
controlled for effect. 

* Effortless sentence control 
has impact on reader. 
 

AO6 
Vocabulary 

* Some interesting words are used 
within a fairly simple vocabulary. 

* Evidence of a wider vocabulary. 
* Words are chosen for effect. 

* Writing benefits from a 
thoughtful, expanding vocabulary. 

* Vocabulary is sophisticated 
and precise. 

AO6 
Punctuation 

* Full stops and capital letters are 
generally correct. 
* Commas are sometimes correct. 
* Other punctuation is used, but not 
always accurately. 

* All full stops and capital letters are used 
correctly. 
* Commas are used correctly. 
* A variety of other punctuation is used 
correctly. 

* Correct and stylistic use of 
punctuation. 
* Variety includes semi colons, 
colons, dashes and parentheses. 

*Effective and effortless control 
of all aspects of punctuation. 

AO6 
Spelling 

* Common words are spelt correctly. 
* Complex words are sometimes 
misspelt. 

* Common words are spelt correctly. 
* Complex words are spelt with 
reasonable accuracy. 

* Complex words are spelt with 
considerable accuracy. 

*All vocabulary is consistently 
accurate. 

  

Strengths 
 
 

Improvement and DIRT task 
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