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The Oneness of God and the Trinity 

 
Christians believe that the Trinity is made up of God the 
father, the son and the holy spirit. They believe God is 
three in one. There are not three Gods, but different 
forms of the same thing.  

Catholic The tradition within the Christian Church which is led by the Pope 

Orthodox The most popular Christian tradition in some parts of Eastern Europe. 
There are two main Orthodox Churches - Greek and Russian 

Protestant The Churches that 'protested' against and broke away from the 
Catholic Church during the Reformation. Services are generally based more 
closely on the Bible than those of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches 

Denomination A distinct group within the Christian faith, with its own 
organization and traditions 

God The Supreme Being 

Omnipotent The belief that God is ‘all powerful’ 

Benevolent All-loving, all good; a quality of God 

Justice Bringing about what is fair, according to the law, or making up for a 
wrong that has been committed 

Trinity The belief that there are three Persons in the One God. The Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit are separate, but are also one being 

Holy Spirit The third person of the Holy Trinity who descended like a dove on 
Jesus at his baptism. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is present and inspires 
them. 

Son of God A title used for Jesus, the second person in the Trinity; denotes the 
special relationship between Jesus and God 

Creation Christians believe that the world is God’s loving creation 

The Word St John’s Gospel chapter 1 describes God creating the world through 
his Word and links this to Jesus in the statement: ‘The Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us’ 

Incarnation Literally 'in flesh', or 'enfleshed', the doctrine that God took the 
human form as Jesus 

Key Words 

God as omnipotent, loving and just 

 
Christians believe God is all-powerful. He has unlimited 
power and can do anything.  
“Nothing is impossible with God” 

 
God is all-loving he loves humans so wants what is best 
for them. Guidelines are given for us to live the best lives 
we can. Christians should love each other treating 
everyone with care and respect. “God so loved the world 
he gave his one and only Son…” God has unlimited power 
and authority with complete love and therefore gives 
justice is a fair way. Christians should try and bring about 
fairness in the world.  

The Incarnation of Jesus – The Son of God 

 
The Christmas story is the account of Jesus’ birth. Some belief that this story shows Jesus had an 
ordinary birth as someone who was fully human, however was fully God as it says in the bible he was 
born through the immaculate conception. “before they came together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit”. This is proof to Christians that Jesus was incarnate. Through the 
incarnation God showed himself as a human.  
 
“The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”. God in human form makes it easier for 
some to understand his actions, including miracles and resurrection. Jesus is known as the Messiah 
or special leader. When Jesus was baptised God said, “You are my son”. Jesus was asked whether he 
was the Son of God, he replied, “I am” 

The Oneness of God and the Trinity 

 
Christians believe that the Trinity is made up of God the 
father, the son and the holy spirit. They believe God is 
three in one. There are not three Gods, but different forms 
of the same thing.  
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Resurrection 1. The event celebrated on Easter Day of Jesus rising from the dead, 
an event recorded in all four gospels and the central belief of Christianity.  2. The 
form that many Christians believe the afterlife will take, referring to either 
physical or spiritual bodies 

Blasphemy A religious offence which includes claiming to be God 

Crucifixion 1. Roman method of execution by which criminals were fixed to a 
cross. 2. The execution and death of Jesus on Good Friday 

Ascension The event 40 days after the Resurrection, when Jesus returned to God, 
the Father, in heaven, recorded in Luke 24 and Acts 1 

Heaven The state after death of being with and enjoying eternity with God 

Afterlife What Christians believe follows life on earth 

Day of Judgment A time when the world will end and every soul will be judged 
by God and rewarded or punished 

Heaven The state after death of being with and enjoying eternity with God 

Hell The place of eternal suffering or the state after death of separation from 
God for those who want no relationship with him 

Satan Name for the Devil – the power and sources of evil 

Sin Behaviour which is against God's laws and wishes/against principles of 
morality. A thought, word or action which is wrong, which people know is wrong 
and which people freely choose. 

Original sin The traditional belief that is still held by some Christians that human 
nature is basically flawed, and so humans have a tendency to go against God’s 
will. Christians who think that the Bible is literally true believe that it has been 
passed down from Adam and Eve. 

Salvation Saving the soul and deliverance from sin and admission to heaven 
brought about by Jesus 

Grace The unconditional and generous love that God shows to people who do 
not deserve it 

 

Key Words 

Different Christian beliefs about Creation 

 
Creation in Genesis 1:1-3  - God created the world in 6 days and rested on day 7. “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth” God created the perfect world in the beginning. “it was good”  

 
Creation in John 1:1-3 – ”In the beginning was the word….through him all things were made…”. The word refers to 
Jesus and therefore he was present at the beginning of the world and involved in the creation of the world. This 
also shows the importance of the trinity being involved in the whole creation.  

The Crucifixion 

 
It is believed that Jesus was arrested, tortured 
and then put to death by Pontius Pilate 
through crucifixion. As Jesus was fully human 
he suffered pain as an ordinary human did. 
“Father, into your hands I command my spirit” 
Jesus forgave the guards who crucified him 
and one of the criminals who was crucified 
next to him, “You will be in paradise with me 
this day”. One of the Roman centurions said, 
"Surely this is the Son of God”. 

 
The crucifixion influences Christians today by 
accepting Jesus sacrifice they can be forgiven 
for sin and go to heaven. They can 
acknowledge that suffering is a part of life 
and God can understand what it is like for 
someone to suffer.   

Heaven and Hell 

 
Based on judgement Christians believe that people will go 
to heaven or hell depending on how they behave and 
whether they have a belief in Jesus. Heaven is seen as 
being with God and eternal happiness where there is no 
suffering. Hell is seen as eternal torment or suffering and 
being absent from God and where the Devil is.  

 
Some Christians believe that Heaven is a literal, real place 
you will go. Other Christians believe it is just being with 
God, in the same way hell may not be actually real but an 
absence of God. 
In the book of revelation it mentions people who go to hell 
will burn in a lake of fire. 

 
Catholics believe in a place called purgatory in which your 
soul goes to be cleansed as no-one is ready yet to go to 

The Resurrection and ascension 

 
Jesus was buried in a tomb and left there until Easter Sunday because it was the Sabbath no-one 
could touch the body until after this. When Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb it was open and 
empty. An angel appeared and said Jesus had risen from the dead. The resurrection is one of the 
most important parts of Christianity as it proves Jesus was divine and not just a human. For the next 
few days and weeks Jesus appeared to several people including his disciples to tell them to spread the 
news that he had risen and that they should continue his message. The ascension happened 40 days 
after the resurrection when Jesus went up to heaven. “He left them and was taken up into heaven.” 
He told his disciples to carry on his teachings, “Go and make disciples of many nations, baptising them 
in the name of the father, Son and Holy Spirit”. The significance for Christians today is it shows the 
power of good over evil and that they can be resurrected and therefore shouldn't fear death. God will 
forgive sins and they can become closer to God. The holy spirit will be there to guide and comfort. 
The resurrection gives the point to the Christian faith. 

Sin and Salvation  

 
Sin separates humans from God, this can be anything that goes against God or his laws. As humans 
are not perfect it is impossible not to sin. Christians believe that all are born with sin in them known 
as Original sin. This is due to Adam an Eve disobeying God and eating the fruit from the tree of 
knowledge. This action separated humans from God and brought about death into the world. They 
were tempted by the serpent (devil) and Christians believe that Christians are tempted in life to do 
bad things. Christians have freewill however they should use this to make the right choices using God 
and Jesus’ teachings to guide them, e.g. The Ten Commandments. Salvation means to be saved from 
Sin and its consequences, e.g. going to hell. Sin separates us from God and salvation saves us from 
this. This salvation comes through faith in God and Grace through faith in Jesus.  
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Christian Quotes 

Sub-topics Christianity 

The Nature of God 
  

 
“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus, The Bible) 
  

God As Omnipotent “Nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke’s Gospel, The Bible) 
“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus, The Bible)  
“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John’s Gospel, The Bible) 
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
Love never fails.” (Corinthians, The Bible) 

The Oneness of God & The Trinity The key thing to remember here is that Christians believe God is ONE (monotheistic). At the same time they belief God is one but made up of three separate persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit: 
 

 The Father – Creator, omnipotent and omniscient 
 The Son God made human – Jesus of Nazareth who lived 2000 years ago 
 The Holy Spirit – The Power and love God sent to sustain people who follow God 

  

Christian Beliefs About Creation 
 
 
  

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be 
light’, and there was light.” (Genesis, The Bible) 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” (John’s 
Gospel, The Bible) 

The afterlife and judgement 

 
Christians believe there is another life. Christians believe 
that they have eternal life but what happens to them 
depends on their belief in God. Judgement will happen at 
death or at the day of judgement. The Apostles creed says, 
“…he will come to judge the living and the dead…” The 
parable of the sheep and Goats shows how people will be 
judged by God. The sheep are the good and the goats the 
bad, going to heaven and hell. Jesus also said, ”I am the 
way the truth and the life, no-one comes to the Father 
expect through me.” Treating others well and believing in 
God is important to guarantee a good afterlife. 

The role of Christ in Salvation 

 
Salvation is offered through Jesus, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus”. Jesus’ death makes up for original sin. Humans can receive forgiveness for their sins 
because of Jesus’ death and then receive eternal life. His sacrifice provides atonement, which 
means our relationship with God is restored. This removes the effects of sin and allows humans to 
get back to God. “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and for the sins of the whole world”. Jesus 
paid the price for the sin of all mankind through his death and Christians believe if you put your 
trust in him you can receive eternal life with God. Salvation is a gift you must choose through belief 
in Jesus and following his teachings.  
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The Incarnation & Jesus the Son of God 
 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (John’s Gospel, The Bible) 
“Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?’ ‘I am’, said Jesus.” (Mark’s Gospel, The Bible) 
“You may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John’s Gospel, The Bible) 
“When Jesus was baptised, a voice from Heaven said ‘You are my Son’.” (Mark’s Gospel, The Bible) 
“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew’s Gospel, 
The Bible) 

The Crucifixion 
 

“Jesus called out in a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit’. When he had said this, he breathed his last.” (Luke’s Gospel, The Bible) 
“Surely this man was the Son of God.” (Mark’s Gospel, The Bible) 
  

The Resurrection & Ascension 
 
 
 

 

 
“When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.” (Luke’s Gospel, The Bible) 
 

 

Resurrection & Life After Death “So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable; it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” (Corinthians, 
The Bible)  

The Afterlife & Judgement 
 

“He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead: I believe in … The resurrection of the body; And life everlasting.” (The Apostles’ Creed) 
 
“When the Son of Man comes in all his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” (Matthew’s Gospel, The Bible) 
 
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John’s Gospel, The Bible) 
 

The Role of Christ In Salvation 
 

“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans, The Bible) 
“…If anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, The Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” (1st Letter of John, The 
Bible)  
 

Homework Tasks 

Homework will be set every_________________________ and will be expected to be in every ___________________________________ 
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Task 1 
 

Create a leaflet, poster or diagram to explain the background of 
Christianity. 

 
 You must include the splits which formed the different Christian 

denominations.  
 

Task 2 
 

Learn the key words and the definitions on page 1. Catholic to 
Incarnation.  

 
You must also learn the correct spellings of the words. 

 
 

Task 3 
 

Learn 5 different quotes. 
 You must be able to write them accurately.  

 

Task 4 
 

 
Write up your judgement on the 

Case of ‘The Missing Body’ 

Task 5 
 

Learn the key word and the definitions on page 2. 
 Resurrection to Grace.   

 
You must learn the correct spellings of the words. 

 

Task 6 
 

Revise for end of unit assessment. Use your Knowledge Organiser and 
revision notes to learn the topic, Christian beliefs and quotes.  

 

 


