
Year 8 – The 
Environment 

 

During this unit, you will learn different explanations of how the universe began. You will look at types of pollution and damage to the 
environment and some key religious ideas of how to protect the planet as well as forming your own view. The table below has the key 
terms that you will learn about during this unit.  
 

The Big Bang Theory  
 

The big bang is how astronomers explain the way the universe began. It is the idea that the universe began as just a single 
point, then expanded and stretched to grow as large as it is right now—and it is still stretching! 

Evolution   
 

The theory of evolution is based on the idea that all species? are related and gradually change over time. 

Christian Creation 
Story  
 

According to Christian belief, God created the universe. There are two stories of how God created it which are found at the 
beginning of the book of Genesis in the Bible. Some Christians regard Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 as two totally separate myths 
that have a similar meaning. 
The creation story from the biblical Book of Genesis describes how God created heaven and earth, plants, animals, and people; 
and later how the first people were cast out of the Garden of Eden as punishment for eating from the "tree of knowledge of 
good and evil." In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

Islam Creation Story  
 

Islam is very clear about the belief that Allah was responsible for the creation of the universe. There is no single story of 
creation, but there are references to it in many places in the Qur’an. From these it is possible to build a picture. 

 Allah then made all living creatures, the angels, the planets and the rain to allow vegetation to grow. 

 Allah sent angels to Earth to collect seven handfuls of soil, all of different colours. With that soil Allah made the first man, 
Adam, breathing life and power into him. 

 
Pollution  
 

Pollution is the introduction of harmful materials into the environment. These harmful materials are called pollutants. 
Pollutants can be natural, such as volcanic ash. They can also be created by human activity, such as trash or runoff produced by 
factories. Pollutants damage the quality of air, water, and land. 

Global Warming  
 

Global warming is the long-term heating of Earth's climate system observed since the pre-industrial period (between 1850 and 
1900) due to human activities, primarily fossil fuel burning, which increases heat-trapping greenhouse gas levels in Earth's 
atmosphere. 

Christian attitude to 
the environment  

Christians believe that the Earth belongs to God and that humans are stewards in charge of its care. 



 

 
 
Muslim attitude to 
the environment  
 
 

Many Muslims believe human beings have guardianship or khilafah. of the planet, which means that each individual should act 
as a guardian. 

Hindu attitude to 
the environment  
 

Key teachings for Hindus include: Ahimsa – the principle of non-violence. Most Hindus believe that all living things are sacred 
because they are part of God, as is the natural world. 

Buddhist attitudes 
to the environment  

Most Buddhists believe people need to live simply and respect the cycle and balance in nature so everything can continue for 
future generations. To some Buddhists, living 'skilfully ' means to live without producing waste. The whole world benefits from 
avoiding needless exploitation. 
 


