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Key Word Definition

Democracy A system of government where the key members 
are elected by the people

Dictatorship A government controlled by one individual where
the people have no say or voting system

Ideology A system of political ideas

Fascism A political system headed by a dictator of right 
wing beliefs in which the government controls 
business and opposition is not permitted

Marxism Political and Economic theory of Karl Marx which 
goes to form the foundation of communism

Communism A system of social organisation in which all 
property is owned by the state and each person 
contributes and receives based on their needs

Militarism The belief that a country should maintain a strong 
military and use it to defend national interests

Arms Race A competition between nations for developing the 
most / best weapons

Imperialism Extending a countries power or influence through
taking over other countries, usually as part of an 
empire.

Alliances A union formed for mutual benefit, especially 
between countries or organisations.

Empire An extensive group of states or countries ruled 
over by a single monarch, an oligarchy, or a 
sovereign state.

Colony A country or area under full or partial control of 
another country

Micro Small causes or consequences

Macro Large causes of consequences

Monopoly A situation where there is no competition for 
trade

Neville Chamberlain Winston Churchill Kaiser Wilhem II

You might like to read…
• Animal Farm by George Orwell
• 1984 by George Orwell
• I must betray you by Ruta Sepetys
• The Handmaids Tale by Margaret Atwood
• Political Science for Kids by Baby Professor
• The Politics Book by DK
• 20th Century World History for Kids by Judy Dodge Cummings

Key Date Event

1914-18 First World War

1917 Russian Revolution

1929 Wall Street Crash

1930s Great Depression

1939-1945 Second World War

Lenin Josef Stalin Adolf Hitler



What was the most significant cause of change in the 20th

Century?

When assessing significance you need to think about the wider impact 
that resulted. Which affected most people? Which had biggest impact? 
Which caused MOST change?

In History we PEEL our paragraphs!

The Political Spectrum

Point Evidence Explain Link paragraph
The most significant cause of change in the 20th Century was…

This can be seen when… 

This resulted in…

This meant that…

Therefore, the most significant cause of change in the 20th Century 
was...

Map of the British Empire

What is the difference between Communism and Fascism?

The MAIN Causes of the First World War

Militarism The build up of soldiers and weapons (otherwise known as an arms race) 
meant that countries were all ready for war when it did break out. This means they 
are less likely to avoid war. 

Alliances The alliance system meant that countries would be supported by their 
allies if war were to break out. This made it more likely for a country to be involved 
in war. 

Imperialism The building of an empire by owning and controlling countries who 
were not as powerful let to some countries resorting to terrorist methods in order to 
fight back. 

Nationalism The people living in a country being proud and willing to defend it 
made it easier to gather an army to fight in a war. 


