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Key Word Definition  

Saviour 
Sibling 

a child conceived through selective in 
vitro fertilization as a potential source of 
donor organs or cells for an existing brother 
or sister with a life-threatening medical 
condition 

Blood 
Transfusion  

an injection of a volume of blood, previously 
taken from a healthy person, into a patient. 

Organ 
transplant  

the process of surgically removing an organ 
or tissue from one person (the organ donor) 
and placing it into another person 

Sanctity of 
Life  

The religious belief that life is sacred and a 
gift from God and only God can give or take 
life.  

Morality  the discussion about right and wrong 
or good and bad behaviour 

Ethics a discussion about moral principles  

Human 
Genetic 
Engineering 

The modification or gene make-up 
to change the features of a human.  
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Religion  Beliefs 
Jehovah Witnesses’ view on blood transfusions ‘for the life of a creature is in the blood’ Leviticus 17.11 

A group of Christians, called Jehovah Witnesses follow this teaching to oppose 
blood transfusions. 
 

Church of England Christian teachings on medical ethics  - Jesus helped the sick so Christians should follow Jesus’ way.  
- It is the most loving thing to do to help someone who is sick.  
- Creating a baby to help someone else is surely a good reason to have a 

child? 
- ‘love thy neighbour’ (a teaching from Jesus which means we should be 

compassionate and treat each other how we wish to be treated) 
 

Roman Catholic view on Saviour Siblings - It goes against God. The Pope opposes any kind of fertilisation 
like this. Roman Catholics oppose the Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Act 2008.  

- We shouldn’t play the role of the creator.  
- They support the Ten Commandments in the Bible. 

The 6th commandment is ‘You shall not murder’ Exodus. Embryos that 
are not needed are disposed of so it would be seen as murder 
for a Roman Catholic.   

 
Muslim views on Saviour Siblings and medical ethics in general  - Against: Muslims believe in the sanctity of life, where life is a precious 

gift from God so only God can give or take life.  
- Muslims believe that, as God is the creator, we shouldn’t ‘play with 

life’. Therefore, they would be against Saviour Siblings.  
- For: However, Muslims believe in ensoulment, where the foetus 

receives a soul at 120 days into the pregnancy, therefore, they are 
more lenient about genetic engineering and this kind of technology 
because the embryo isn’t technically properly alive with a soul and 
able to connect to God. In addition, some Muslims 
believe ensoulment happens at 40 days into the pregnancy.  

- Muslims would also believe that Allah has given humans the gift 
of intelligence and that they should use it to save lives. 
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